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Ssganigt, 


FOR THE BALANCE. 


The panegyrics which have been lavished on 
Capt. Rogers for the little fight he had with the 
Little Belt shews how /ittle we have become in 
our own esteem, and how a weak and temporising 
system, can weaken not only the physical but the 
mental force of a nation. In truth we have dealt 
so much in pop-gun, paper shot, that if a swivel 
is fired, we stretch out our necks to see whether 
the world is notturned topsy-turvy. A corres- 
pondent of the Gazette wanted a medal to be 
struck, Congress called, and the captain to be in- 
troduced to the honors of the sitting. If ever we 
should go to war, what would be the effect of any 
American commander’s capturing a frigate ? Up- 
on my word, I am alarmed by only thinking of the 
consequence! To take a ship of the line, would 
entitle every mother’s son of us to a strait jacket ; 
and as for the ladies, even Dr. Mitchell, with all 
the sal. volatile of all the shops, would not be a- 
ble to keep them from fainting with joy and ad- 
miration. For shame, my countrymen ; blush at 
your exultations on sucli a paltry business. If 
your government dare go to war (for they dare 
not be at peace) with any nation, then go to it, 
not with yelping and shouting, like Indians ; but 
with your teeth closed, and steady look, grasp 
your weapon, and fight like men: Depend on it, 
the more noise, the less discipline and valor, 
Commodore Rogers, I have no doubt, did what 
was proper: Some part of what he wrote was not 
t9 the purpose. I know the man, and he will do 
his duty ; and so, I trust, we would all, had we 
firm and intelligent men to direct us. The com- 
modore had no business to give motives for the 
British man’s conduct; nor was it proper in him 
to ask for a court of enquiry. Let me be con- 
scious I do what is right, and let those whom it 
concerns enguire into my acuons whenever they 
think proper. LEnquire! No, they know better 
than to enquire, except it were before such an 
huggermugger kind of court as was appointed for 
the trialof Wiikinson. Wilkinson, poor fellow— 
} begin to think he has not been fairly dealt with. 
A commander of an army, broiling for years un- 
der a charge, dy members of Congress, of being 
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bribed by the enemy, and neither shot nor acquit- 
ted! and not even tried! If there had not been 


some infamy to be concealed, infamy which would 


have attached to Ais sufteriors, would this man 
have been kept in sucha state of putrefaction for 
so long atime? At first, the democrats of Mary- 
land and Virginia, gave him dinners and applause : 
Jefferson then held him up. Randolph accused 
him : Randolph was a leading democrat: and the 
democrats Jet him down. No more dinners—no 
more applause. But Randolph quarreiled with 
the government, and it was not the business of the 
government to support Randolph. And so the 
charges against this unhappy man have remained 
on record in the mind of the nation ; and he, like 
Mahomet’s coffin, has been hung up between hea- 
ven and earth, or rather between earth and hell, 
for years! Madison came into the government 
with a mind comparatively pure. When it was 
said that Wilkinson had been the death of so ma- 
ny of his soldiers at Terre au Boeuf, he was dis- 
placed and ordered to Washington—a man of 
common sense would have supposed, for trial: 
Trial !—no, no—they knéw better than to give 
him a trial by an efficientcourt. I hear, however 
he is at last to be tried. Mark my words: all the 
alledged crimes, bribery, murder, and every thing 
else that his political foescould bring against him, 
will end in a reprimand. 


CENTURION. 


—-—_ ’ 


FOR THE BALANCE. 


By the Holy Prophet! exclaimed Ali Ben 
Koriesh, as he turned into Slote lane—By the ho- 
ly prophet, this isa nasty people! Their streets 
emit a stench which poisons a Musselman ; and 
the heaps of filth are too mighty for their scaven- 
gers, the accursed swine, to destroy. Plague 
and pestilence is generated in every pile, which 
the sun draws forth, and the wind scatters a- 
mong those dogs of christians. God is great! 
there is but one God !—Ablutions, said he—yes, 
they Have ablutions—they wash the hands and 
face in the morning, and atnoon. Oh, holy pro- 
phet! what an ablution is that '—The bowls with 
water are brought—each guest around the table, 
fills his unclean mouth, dips his fingers, rubs off 
the impurities from his teeth and gums, and 
nukes the infamy into his bow!! I have heard 








them gorgle, I have a an puke! I sicken 
while I tell it to you—inté transparent bowls of 
glass, I have seen them puke!-In truth I began 
to be sick a!so, and pushed out of Slote lane with 
rapidity. ; ‘\ 
The picture which Ali drew, is perhaps a Re | 
tle too high coloured ; but the truth is, that the 
practice is very nasty and disgusting ; and'I have 
observed lately that the blue opaque bowls are, 
as the Turk said, changed or changing into those 
of white and transparent glass. I have seen a 
delicate lady sit at table, not an acto but a sul- 
ferer on such an occasion—she could not leave 
her guests—there was nothing for it, but to shut 
her eyes and ears: Indeed it was not the only 
time her ears would have been better closed than 
open. I remember a gentleman, a fashionable 
man, speaking of the non-contagiousness of the 
yellow fever, relate how drunken nurses in an 
hospital have escaped from its effects, altho’ the 
black vomit had been thrown over them by the 
patient ! This was said, while the desért was yee 
on the table !—Believe me, Mr. Editor, I should 
have too much decency to relate this fact, or to 
speak of the vile practice of the bowls, in the 
manner the facts are related and spoken of, did I 
not believe it necessary, even at the expense of 
a Nausea to you and your readers, to pourtray this 
want of delicacy ina strong light. If we think 
nastily, let us neither speak or act nastily. Oth- 
er people, may not have stomachs like the ostrich, 
which, ‘it is said, can digest iron.’ 
CORRECTOR. 
New-York, June 23. 


——_—— 


FOR THE BALANCE, 


PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT. 


Improvements of almost every description, pro- 
gress with a pleasing rapidity in this city. The 
principal, worthy of particular notice, is the latest, 
and one of the best specimens of taste in ar- 
chitecture—the New South Dutch Church. The 
internal structure of this building will command 
the admiration of the critie architect in future a- 
ges, if accident or design should leave it unde- 
molished. 

The name of the architect who designed this 
superb structure, ought not to be the subject of 
daily, and often unavailing enquiry: It ought to 
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king of Rome; not agazette appears but its col- 


umns are distended to their utmost limit with ad- 
dresses and congratulations ; not a breeze but 


wafts upon the ear some new songs of joy and tri- 


umph. ‘To gratify the curiosity of our readers as 
to the nature of these encomiastic verses, we 
have inserted below literal transiations of three or 
four couplets, culled indifferently from the num- 
Ber which we find in the late French papers. 

“ As descends upon the earth the Infant God triumph- 
ant, a tutelary power supporting and defending him ; so 
this august infant, the fruit of a prosperous marriage, 
when his eyes first saw the day, had seen nothing greater 
than himself, if he had not seen his father.” 


*Tfeaven has bestowed on us this king of hearts, at 
the moment when flowers are beginning to bloom. 


other flowers we despise the colors; tous this flower of 


the spring is so much moredear. Of a rose it is tle off- 
spring ; long live the rose and its tender bud.” 

‘* We made the sincerest vows to asl of the Gods, an 
hereditary prince who should resemble his father. 
{une is propitious tous. Let us hail this prince. 
hold, behold, he comes !” 

* With laurels let us cover his cradle; with honors en- 


Be- 


For- |) 


once. 


Petitioners’ Vames. 
Jacob Ladow 
William Wample 
Luther Ingersall 
Amos Gould 
Joseph Phipps 


of || Richard Gage 





tienry Evens 
Samuel Brown 


Josiah Andrews 

| Hezekiah L Clarke 

| Silas Tucker 

| Nathaniel W. Benton 
| Stephen Gile 


| Ezra 
; ; |) Ezra Hull 
compass his mother; and in the heavens let the star of |! " 


bis father shine with a more brilliant lustre !” 
—— 

itis Brittanie Majesty has had another relapse, and, it 
appears that but slight expectations of his recovery are 
entertained. 

a 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

‘© Syireno’s Ode io Fancy,” is evidently writtengwith 
more regard to rhyme than reason, and with more fancy 
than judgment. 

‘fhe general remarks of my correspondent “ Socrum,” 
on pulpit oratory, are undoubtedly just, but being min- 
gled with local and personal allusions, which, though 
complimentary, might be deemed indelicate, I am con- 
strained to omit the whole. 

The same correspondent’s reflections on a certain 
practice in a certain place, might give offence. The 
practice is not confined to the place mentioned by my 
correspondent 


A gross imposition —In the Orange County Patriot, of | 


the 18th-ult. I tind a small poetical production puoiished 
as ‘ original,” and said to be written “ by q lady,” enti- 
tled, *‘ Acure for a pain in the breast” The piece was 
originally written by a young gentieman of this city, and 
fst appeared in the third number of the present volume 
of the Balance. The copy which appears in the Patriot, 
is terribly disiorted by some injudicious alterations and 
interpolations, which destrey the metre, sense, and, in 
one instance, the rhyme of the original verses. 
the interest and duty of newspaper editors to detect and 
expose such contemptible tricks, and the impostors who 
can be guilty of them.—On this oecasion, it may not be 
improper to hint at the practice (a little too prevalent 
among the publishers of papers) of copying original pro- 
ducticns, without giving due credit for them. 








THE KNOT. 


MARRIED, 
At New-York, on Saturday evening, 22nd ult. by the 
Rev. Dr Abee}, Mr. Joun Var VeECcHTEN, of this cy, 
wnerchant, to Miss Leviria Seseine, daughter of Mr 


Hsaac Sebring, merchant of that city. 








THE KNELL. 





DIED, 
At Washineton City, the Hon. Samven_ Crastj 2 
Idee of the circuit court of the United States, at ange 


P : ; 
vanced are, * 
> 


Ti is both } 


Carpus Loring 
| Jacob F. Peaster 
| Jabez Kendrick 
| Roeiofi Huick 
| Reuben Fuller 
| Nosh Crane 
Zachariah Curtis 
| Charles Richards 
John Dingman 
| Jocl Griffin 
; Aaron Wood, jun, 
| Daniel Wileman 
Elia Prindle 
Caleb Blodget, jun. 
Iva ‘Tracy 
Jeremiah Robinson 
Abner Livermore 
Russel Suyles 
James G, Potter 
Lorenzo Mcigs 
Peter Shaft 
Thomas Hall 
John Ransom 
| Solomon Steel 
j 
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Shurlock Willard 
Robert Lawrence 
1} John Love 
Jeremiah Edwards 
} Abraham Hayward 
} John M'Cail 
James Bradt 
Ezra Bostwick 
George Hewntt 
Wiliam Willams 
Silas Canficid 
Jacob Cook 
David Breintnall, jun. 
Lewis Snedecor 
|; James Carpenter 
| James Waiker 

! 





if nry Snell 
Richard S. Cary 
David Mills 
| Joel Sprague 
| Jubez Rhoads 
Martin Ward 
| Aaron Graff 
| Nathan Boynton 
| Abraham Weed 
| Edward Scovii 
| Joseph Balch 
Porm Uatchellor 
Joseph Cogsweli 
Jonathan Pierce 
Jittery A Blackman 
Witham Hiscock 
Jolin M. Vin Buskirk 
“RKambail Carlton 
(Sper: itc 
Xbiez mechani (fh 
Googe O. Buchanpan 
| Am6s Dickinson 
} Nathaniel Whimey 
| \braham Barheyd¢ 
| job Stiles 


1} 








Cornelius C. Christiance 





The Balance, 


INSOL VENTS, 
Petitioning under the new Insolvent Law. 





Passed, April 3, 1811s 


Oneida 
Oneida 
Schoharie 
Schenectady 
Madisen 
Montgomery 
Albany 
Albany 
Otsego 
Otsego 
Culumbia 
Dutchess 
Washington 
Oisego 
Otsego 
Oisego 
Rensselaer 
Oneida 
Montgomery 
Oneida 
On ndaga 
Onondaga 
Onondaga 
Genesee 
Genesee 
Washington 
Oneida 
Oneida 
Oneida 
Oneida 
Saratoga 
Washington 
Washington 
Washington 
Washington 
hoger 
Delaware 
Delaware 
Delaware 
Delaware 
Delaware 
Delaware 
Delaware 
Delaware 
Delaware 
Greene 
New-York 
Saffolk 
K ngs 
New-York 
New-York 
Richmond 
W ashineton 
Washington 
Washington 
Schenectady 
Aibany 
Alban Vv 
Washington 
Washington 
Washington 
Chenango 
Schenectady 
Orange 
Washington 
Washington 


Washington 
WY asDe g.0a 
Oncida 
Oneida 


Monty 
Ongneaga 
Madison 

Sclwenect uly 


Cayug'a 


mery 


(FP Each list published in the Balance, is composed en- 
tirely of mew cages—no name being inserted more than 


Whole number hitherto published, 639. 


_ » 
Counties. Date of Appearance. 
Moatgo ~ 24h August 


2nd Sept. 
24th August 
24th August 
24th August 
24th August 
24th August 
31st Augus! 
24th August 
7th Sept. 
2nd Sept. 
23th August 
28th August 
2nd Sept. 
end. Sept. 
24th August 
h August 
18th Sept. 
16th Sept. 
16th Sep. 
16th Sept. 
24th August 
24th August 
2nd Sept. 
SIst August 


2nd Wed. Sept. 
2nd Wed. Sept. 
2nd Wed. Sept. 


2nd Sept. 
2nd Sept. 
23rd: August 
7th Sept 
31st August 
Sist August 
3ist August 
26th August 
26th August 
30th August 
30th August 
ist August 
4th Sept 
28th Aurust 
2sth Auyust 
28th August 
29th August 
Slst Augusi 
and Sept 
2nd Sept. 
15th August 
2nd Sep. 
7th August 
23rd August 
9th August 
21st August 
24th Aupust 
241), August 
26th August 
Sist Avgust 
Sist August 
18th Sept. 
Sist August 
23th August 
4h Septe 
30th August 
30th August 
S0th August 
14th Sept. 
Slsi August 
24th August 
18th Sept. 
18th Sept. 
1&1h Sept 
_tdth Sept. 
3ist August 
Sist August 
10th Sept. 


2nd Wed. Sept 


7th Sept 
Sist August 
nd Sept. 





Hugh Alexander 
Wilson Wadoms 
Thomas M’Clenthan 
John P Qu bush 
Wobn R. Tillman 
V\ illiam Chase 
John Schuyler, jun, 
Nathaniel Kellog: , 
Russell Pratt ? oa 
amuel Howe 
James Robinson 
William S. Gerrad 
Johm Kiine 
) William Saltmarsh 
James Ingals 
Noah Leonard 
Silvanus Seeley 
Richard Osborn 
Nathaniel Wood 





—— 


Elias Sensebough 

John Conger 

Alexander Murray, jun. 

Isa.c Newton Martin 

fienry Willers 

Samuel Haring 

Henry Remmey 

Jonathan Skillman 

Joseph Paulding 

Isaac Coutant . 

Gurdon Miller 

William H. Jephson 

Henry Blacklidge 

John Latour 

Patrick M’Dermott 

Abraham S. Hasbrouck 
Nathan Perkins 

: Gilbert Cooper 

Nathaniel Reed 


Peter I Barringer 
Peter I. Snyder 
James Lightall 
Lemuel Clark 
Samuel S Stevens 
Abraham I’ox, jun. 
Anthony C. Sanders 
George Wafle * 
William Pinder 
Beecher H. Anderson 
Rufus Shepherd 
Seth Stration 

Aivin Woodworth 
Gerrit Roseboom 
Josepli Wright 
Rufus Mix 

Seth Bouton 

Bennet Munroe 
Timothy Snaw 
Andrew Ciark 

James Wid:ick 
David Hoidridge 
Cornelius Clark 
Tracy Chapman 
Thomas Andrew Sickles 
Courneil J. Briggs 
Ezekiel Conkling 
James Seaman 
Oliver Keith 

John Ruryen 
William D, Sherwood 
Jobn Bellknap, jua, 
Jeremiah Canneff 
Elliott Holland 

Seth Eastman 

Aaron Humphrey 
Peter Thompsou 
John Stiles 

Levi Page 

James Coffee 

Jonas Fuller 
Matthew R. Vandenburgh 
John Ogden 

Joseph G. Greenman 


fgaac Mansfield and 
Peter Hallenbeck 
Silas Allen 
Jonathan Condy 
Matthew Clark 
Charlies Parent 
“Whole number, 808. 











Benjamin D. Knickerbaéker 


wy 
Cayuga 


Qnd Sept. 
2nd Sept. 


a 
ies Qnd Wed. Sept. 
ontgomery 26th August 


Lambert Van Valkenbergh Columbia 


Albany Sth Sept. 
[Saratoga rd August 
Montgomery 28th Augu 
Cayuga Sept. 
Seneca ugust 
Weneca - Ath Sept. 
aiogs 5th Sept. 
Tioga Sth Sept. 
Tioga » ~—s Sth Sept. 
» Tioga Sth Sept. 
Tioga Sth Sept. 
Oneida 7th Sept, 
Columbia Sist August 
Colhunbia 7th Sept. 
‘Columbia, | 7thSept. 
umbia~ « 7th Sept. 
nge Sist August 
range 3ist August 
ange Slst August 
Cayuga 2nd Sept» 
New-York 27th Augu 
New-York 97 Augu 
NewMork 97th Augu 
New-York 27th August 
New-York 27th August 
chester 20th August 
-York 7th August 
NeweYork 27th Alpost 
New-York 24th August 
New-York 26th August 
New-York h August 
Ulster “aist August 
Ulster Sist August 
Vister Sist August 
Columbia 7th Sept. 
7thySept. ' 
Columbia, 7th Sept. 
Columbia 7th Sept. 
Shenectady 7th Sept. 
Montzomery Silst August 
»Montgomery 28th August 
Washington  3ist August 
Washington 18th Sept. 
Montgomery 27th August 
tidoric Bist August 
renee 6th Sept, 
Chenang 16th Sept. 
Chenango b Sept. 
Chenango 14th Sept. 
Montgomery Sth Sept. 
Westchester $list Amgust 
Otsego Sist August 
Otsego 16th Sept. 
Herkimer 


Herkimér 
Herkimer 
Herkimer 
Herkimer 
Herkimer 
Herkimer 
Herkimer 
Herkimer 
Herkimer 
Schenectady 
Jefferson 
Jefferson 
New-York 
Rensselaer 
Saratoga 
Rensse.aer 
Rensselaer 
Rensselaer 
Rensselaer 
Saratoga 
Albany 
Albany 
Albany 
Aibany 
Tioga 
Greene 


Greene 


Jeffe: son 
Saratoga 
New-York 


New-York 
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‘The falls are making daily inroads on this isl- 
and, as wellason the general foundation of the 
river; for, while standing here, we heard a hol- 
low rumbling noise, which, at one moment, seem- 
ed io die away, then suddenly to revive again. I 
was, for some time, entirely at a loss to account! 
for so strange an occurrence ; at length, as I had 
turned my face towards the sound, I perceived a 
large black rock now and then showing itself a- 
mongst the foaming billows, which were hurling 
it over a smooth rocky bottom, on its way to the 
falls. 

“ When last on the Canada shore, I saw an old 
Indian who spoke tolerably good English, and 
had a long chat with him respecting the falls. He 
informed me, that, when he was a young warrior, 
he was amongst those who gave Braddock his fa- 
mous defeat; that at that time there was a smali 
rocky island that laid upon the very edge of the 
falls, at no great distance from Goat Island, and 
which was very remarkable for having two trees 
projecting over the fails. It is reasonable to be- 
lieve that this account is not untrue, as eight or 
ten iarge rocks, lying very near the edge of the 
falls, are still perceptible, and which, in all proba- 
bility, are the last fragments of the little island he 
alluded to. These would long since have been 


torn from their foundations, did not their situation | 


protect them from the force of the main current 

* From the great body of water passing off on 
the Canada shore, the rocks, or foundation of tic 
falis, are subject to greater inroads there, than any 
other part. The fails, from this spot, have some- 
thing of the form of on irregular horse-slioe, with 
one side of the curve longer than the other; the 
longest being on the American shore. This is 
owing to its wearing away much faster on ihe op- 
posite shore. 

** We found some juniper berries on this isl- 
and, which were the largest | have ever seen in 
the State of New-York. After having spent the 
whole morning upon this delightful and roman- 
tick spot, we left the island, and, by pursuing the 
same course, returned in safety to our Jodgings. 
well satisfied with the adventures of the day.” 
Vol. 1. p. 76—78 and 79—83. 

From the falls Mr. Schultz preceeded to Lake 
Erie, and by water, ninety miles to Presque Isle, 
situated on the south side of that lake. ‘The vii- 
Jage adjacent to the old fort contains thirty houses, 
and is remarkable for having been the head quar- 
ters of the veteran, General Wayne, who, at his 
decease, was interred, by his own request, unde! 
the fag-staff belonging to the fort. 

«“ The general’s grave,” says Mr. Schultz, * had 
been once paled in, but time had rotted away the 
principal part. I replaced it; and should it stand 
a year, a month, or even for a day, I have perform- 
edaduty. At the head of the grave is a small 
misshapen stone, picked out of the rubbish of the 
fort, with A. W. the initials of the general’s 
name, scratched with a nail! Not even an epi- 
taph. The wretched little space was yet unoccu- 
pied. Could I depart and jeave it still a d/ank ? 
No, my friend, 1 could not; but, with my pen- 
knife, engraved, in rude but legible characters, 
% shame on my country.” Vol. }. p. 109. 

From Presque Isle is a portage of fourteen 
wniles to Fort Le Beauf, or Waterford, situated on 
Le Beauf creek, one of the head waters of the 
Alleg ny river. A shorter portage is stated to 
exist between Chautaughque landing, so called, 
and the lake of the same name, this distance. be- 
ing but seven miles. Mr. Schultz’s route was 
from Le Beauf by the French Creek, and Allega- 








ny river to the Ohio, afterwards down that river 
to its confluence with the Mississippi. He then 
iscended the Mississippi as far as St. Louis, and 
its junction with the Missouri. The descent to 
New-Orleans, and subsequent voyage to New- 
York, constitute the remaining parts of the work. 

Mr. Schultz has given ample accounts of the 
Ohio, its navigation, its tributary streams, and the 
settlements on its banks. The toWns of Pitts- 
burg in Pennsylvania, Wheeling in Virginia, Ma- 
rietta, Chilicothe, and Cincinnation Ohio, and 
Louisville in Kentucky ; are among the most 
flourishing. A small settlement at the mouth of 
Cumberland river, called Smith’s Town, is re- 
markable for supporting a billiard table, though it 
contains but five houses. 

Mr. Schultz has given a computation of the 
comparative expense of transporting goods to the 
Ohio river from the several seaports of New-Or- 
leans, Alexandria, Baltimore, Philadelphia and 
New-York. From this it appears that New-York, 
though by no means the nearest port, is enabled 
through the Hudson, the Mohawk, and the lakes, 
to furnish a transportation less expensive bynear- 
iy one dollar the hundred weight, than either of 
the above-mentioned places. ‘The increasing fa- 
cilities of canals and turnpikes are rapidiy dimin- 
‘shing the present cost. The navigation through 
. succession of fine streams, and tracts of water. 
is practicable with ease and safety, when compuar- 
ed with that on the whirls and rapids of the tur 
ulent and irresistible Mississippi 

The dangers and obstacles of navigating the 
iast mentioned stream are so numerous and pe- 
culiar, as to have acquired from its navigators a 
series of specifick names. : 

** Sawyers are the bodies of trees, whose roots 
have by some means become fasiened to the bot- 
iom of the river, in such a manner, that, from the 
continual pressure of the current, they receive a 


vegular vibratory motion, from the resemblance of 


which to that of a saw-mill, they have derived 
their name. Some of these have a very quick 
motion ; others again are slower, frequently dis- 
‘:ppearing from one to twenty minutes, and then 
elevating their monstrous shafts from one to ten 
feet above the surfuce of the water; and wo be- 
ide the boat whose bottom comes in contact with 
them at this unlucky moment.” 

“‘ Sleeping Sawyers are the same as those just 


' mentioned, except that their motion is entirely 


under water, and the danger proporuonably grea- 
\er, aS it is impossible to discover them before 
you feel the dreadful effects of their power,.— 
When their heads approach within twelve or fif- 
teen inches of the surface of the river, an expert 
boatman will discover them by the ripple of the 
water with which they are accompanied ; but 
when they are three or four inches lower, it is 
impossible to ascertain their position. 

© Planiers are like wise large trees, firmly bed- 
ded by the roots in the soft muddy bottom of the 
river. Some of these stand perpendicular ; oth- 
ers have an inclination down the stream, and a 
few upwards; which Jast are by far the most dan- 
werous. ‘Yhese trees have at first all their branch- 
es, but the immense quantities of floating timber 
soon strip off the whole, and sometimes leave a 
perpendicular shaft of thirty or forty feet in 


‘height, and twelve in circumference. 


“ Falling Banks ave se calied from their being 
undermined by the current in such a manner, that 
small portions are continually falling. It very ol- 


| 


| 








ten happens, that masses Of ap acre in extent, dis-. 


appear in an inseant; and trees, which were once 


FL LT 


growing on a bank thirty or forty feet above the 
surface, now seem half buried in the water. This 
phenomenon.is easily accoufted for, the bank be- 
ing composed entirely of that rich, loose, and fria- 
ble soil, which I noticed near the mouth of the 
Ohio, without any thing to bind it together, or re- 
sist the force of current, which is always 
strongest in these places. The consequence is, 
(hat its base is constantly wearing away, till at 
length the weight of the projecting bank becomes 
too great to maintain its adhesion, and, obedient 
tothe laws of gravitation, falls to the bottom of 
the river. 

* From this description you will no doubt see 
the propriety of always avoiding these banks, and 
preferring willow points or islands for encamp- 
ments. Ido not recollect a single instance of 
meeting with falling banks on both sides of the 
river at the same time. i 

‘* Wooden Islands are generally formed at the 
upper end of areal one, where an enormous cole 


tangled and matted together, sometimes to the 
extent of nearly a quarter of a mile, and in time 
makes part of the main islagd. These are very 
dangerous, as the depth of water at their head or 
point is frequently thirty, forty, or sixty feet, and 


the velocity of the current is such, that notwith- 


standing the exertions of a large boat’s evew which 
we met onthe river, they very narrowly escaped 
being dashed on the point of one of these islands.” 
Vol. 2. p. 30—32. . 

The rapidity and violence of the Mississippi are 
constantly causing revolutions in its banks, so that 
while in one place it encroaches far upon the land, 
and shifts and widens its channe]; in another it 
deposits new tracts of ground, and fixes-‘new lim- 
its to its course. 

“ About four miles from Prairie le Roche is 
situated the celebrated post of Fort Chartres, 
which is said to have cost the Spanish Govern- 
ment a hundred thousand crowns. It seems, that 
no pains or expense has been spared to render 
this fortress impregnable ; andywas far as I can 
judge, without any other object than th a- 
king it a general depository of miltary s! 9 as 
the situation is not superior to a ers along 









the banks of the river. ‘he whole of t ex- 
tensive works were laid in stone a morta ; At 
ihe time of erecting them they were upwards of 
a quarter of a mile from the river, but, at the pre- 
sent moment, half of them have fallen into the 
Mississippi, and.in a very few years, the site of 
old Fort Chartres will be sought for in vain.* 

*‘ Although nature, in most of her operations, is 
slow, yet when we make our remarks at periods 
of thirty years distant, her progress. seems more 
rapid. Witness the site of the old fort at Balize, 
which at the time of its erection was opposite to 
the pass of the river, but at the present moment 
we find it nearly two miles above it. You must 
not, however, understand me to mean, that this 
fort, like some of the islands in the Mississippi, 


has marched nearly two miles up the river; but ® 


that the mouth of the river, or land on each side, 
has advanced that distance into the sea, and #@t 
only left the fort behind, but has absolutely stolen 
so much from the borders of the Gulf of Mexi- 
co.” Vol. 2. p. 37. ’ 

We insert, for the recency of the statement, an 
account of the several towns of note situated on 
ihe Mississippi above New-Orleans. 

* St. Louis is beautifully situated on an eleva- 
ted bank on the west side of the rivers It con- 
tains about two hundred ‘houses, which, from the 


re 


lection of trees and floating timber becomes ensih 












nee 
-——— 


- aed ET eee 
a 


Se 


ee ene ee Ee 


— 


ae NS 5 SS se TT as 


“4 





214 


Che Balarce, 






Vol. 1. 





- = = 


ae) 





¥ 

whiteness of a considerable number of them, as 
they are rough cast and white-washed, appear to 
eveat advantage as you approach the town. This 
is likewise a French settlement, established in the 
vear 1765; the imfabitants are chiefly Roman 
Catholicks, and have a chapel and confessor. A 
small namber of American aprilies have of late 
years settled in this tawn, and have had so much 
influence as to give a decided Americzn fon tothe 
fashions of the place ; but as their numbers are 
too few to erect a church of their own, they have, 
by way of amusement, made atrangements with 
the father confessor, to give them a little lecture 
in his chapel every Sunday evening. 

«I observed two or three pt@ houses in the 
town, which are said to have cust from twenty to 
sixty thousand dollars, but they have nothing ei- 
ther of beauty or taste In their appearance to re- 
commend them, being simply 47g, heavy, and un- 
sightly structures. In this country, however, 
where fashion and taste differ so materially from 


© Yashion and taste with us, they are considered as 


-cluded. about thirty Americans. 


something not only grand, but even elegant. 

“St. Louis has for many years past been the 
centre of the fur trade in this country ; but this 
branch of business, I am informed, is now rapidly 
declining, in consequence of the game becoming 
comparatively scarce. 

“ This town has been strongly fortified by the 
Spanish government, having two forts, two block- 
houses, four stone towers, and one half moon.— 
These encircle the whole town on the land side, 
and are within gun-shot of each other. Some lit- 
tle care is still taken of the forts and barracks oc- 


Cupied by the garrison which is stationed at this 


place, but the towers and block-houses are entire- 
tye neglected, and, for want of repairs, already 
tumbling to pieces. © 
The ladies of St. Louis I had heard were gen- 
erally celebrated through all the lower country for 
their beauty, modesty, and agreeable manners, as 
‘well as for their taste and the splendor of their 
dvessy IT was therefore very happy in having an 
opportunity of@accepting an invitation to one of 
theipballs, on,theeirst Sunday evening after my 
arrival 3 having previously ‘attended the chapel, 
ior the exphess purpose of being able to form 
. Sor judgment with respect to their 
; aad Tt must confess, that they appeared 
nently entitled to all that I had heard in 








Louis is situated in_ Jat. $8. 18. Nvlong. 
89. 36. W. ftom which you would be inclined to 
beli¢ve the climiaté Somewhat warmer than that 
of New-York, in lat. 40. 40; but I certainly do 
not think [ ever experienced in that city colder 
weather, at this season of the year, than I have felt 
in St. Louis for these few days past. 1 made this 
remark (o some gentlemen who have lived here 
ior four or five years past, but who formerly re- 
sided in Philadelphia ; and they were of opinion 
that the winters generally were equally severe, 
but cid not last so long. | 
** St. Genevieve is an old French settlement, 
asantly situated on the higher ridge of a prairie 
outtwo miles from the Mississippi, and con- 
ains two hundved families, among which are in- 
The greater 
part of the ishabitants are catholicks, who have 
their chapel and confessor. No other society is 
yet numerous enough to establish any other reii- 
gion, and this seems to be but little respectec 
“ince the few Americans who have settled here. 
The prairie, whic! is here denominated the Big 





' 
' 





it 

iF 

- . ! and about three thetGand inhabitants, including 

-#taid, Contains wpout fiffeen thousand acres of na- {tall eclours, ‘J . 
i| 


tural meadow, rich and level as the planter could 
wish. This is surveyed out into lots of eighty 
anda hundred acres or more, and owned by al- 
most every person in the town. As the prairie 
has no timber upon it, the trouble and expense o! 
fencing would be vecy considerable: they have 
therefore but one fence around the whole. The 
manner of using and improving their respective 
lots is regulated by law and custom ; so that any 
person who permits his lot to lie.idle, or who gets 
his crops in before his neighbours, cannot derive 
any benefit or advantage from turning in his cat- 
tle, as this is only allowed to be done on a certain 
day appointed, when the gates are thrown open, 
and the whole prairie becomes a rich and well- 
foddered common for the catle of the whole 
commumity. This custom is likewise observed 
at most of the French settlements in this country 

They appear to have borrowed it from the In- 
dians, who, in order to save the labour of fencing, 
always cultivate their maize in one common field. 

“ This village, when first settled, was built im- 
mediately on the banks of the river ; but it being 
there found rather low, and subject to be over- 
flowed by every extraordinary rise of the river, 
the inhabitants have removed itto its present sit- 
uation, 

“ St. Genevieve, which liesin lat. $7. 51.N. 
long. 89. 28. W. is the store-house of the Mines. 
All tae lead prepared at those places is deposi-ed 
either for sale or shipment at this place ; fror 
whence itis sent up the Ohio as far as Pittsburgh, 
and down the Mississippi to New-Orleans, where 
it is again distributed throughout the Unite: 
States, Every inhabitant of the viilage is more 
or less engaged In digging mineral at the Mines, 
or carting of lead, wood, stone, &c. which, with a 
little ullage, constitutes their principal support. 
The French use a litle kind of cart, made some- 
thing like those in your city, to which they harness 
two horses, one before the other, and drive al- 
together without reins. The blacksmith, car- 
penter, and tailor, were the oniy tradesmen em- 
ployed at this place ; all the other necessaries and 
conveniences of dife.are procured by importation, 
atan enormous expense. Lhe majority of the 
French in this place are almost as easily suppli- 
ed as the native Indians; neither of them make 
any use Of a hat or shoes; a pair of mockasons 
and a blanket seems equally common to both, ex- 
cept that the former wiil cut his into-the shape of 
a coat, whereas the latter always prefers his 
loose.” 

“ New Madrid, which lics in lat. 36. 34. N. 
long. 89.20. W. is situated on the right side of 
the river in Louisiana, two hundred and fifty-five 
miles below the Missouri. This town, which 
formerly, under the Spanish government, was 
protected by a fort and garrison, contains at pre- 
sent no more than thirty indifferent houses, in- 


cluding the chapel, which is fast tumbling to 


pieces.” 

“ The city of Natchez, which has been erected 
a port cf entry, lies in lat. 31, $2. N. long. 91. 15 
W. and is situated on a most beautiful eminence 
on the left bank of the Mississippi. Immediate- 
ly adjoining the river there is a lower bank. 


which appears to be upon the same level with 


| the. opposite shore; the’ whole extent of which, 
| for nearly a mile, is lined with boats, intended 
_enher for this merket og that of New Orléans. 

~~ d ae i 


“ Prom the best. infarmationw I could obtain. 
this elty contains neatly three hundred houses, 


ade 


‘henge, are several extensive mer- 


4 cantile houses established here, and one at least 
which imports goods direct!y from England, 
There are two printing-ofices, and consequently 
(wo Newspapers, which are published weekly. 
The buildings in general are neat, yet I found 
none within the town that cen be considered as 
elegant. The principal hotels are upon a gen- 
tecl establishment, yet notin a style correspond. 
ing to the general character of the place for lux- 
ury : but to a Mississippi sailor, who like an alli- 
gator may be said to have lived in mud while up« 
on the river, they afford no trifling luxury. 

“ The streets of Natchez are not paved, nor 
have they even the convenience of a paved side 
walk ; consequently in wet weather it must be 
disagreeable walking. Asthe city, however, is 
situated on the summit of the hills, (which havea 
striking resemblance to the Walnut Hills already 
described) the water from rains passes off very 
readily, and a bright sun ina few hours absorbs 
the remainiug moisture. 

‘‘ From the eminence on which the city stands, 
which is about one Lundred feet above the prescnt 
evel of the river, you have a very pleasing pros- 
pectofthe river both above and below; but in 
front your vision is lost in tracing the immense 
orests whic! cover the low grounds, extend- 
ing in one uniform horizontal line before you. 
Ine evening, as I was enjoying the cool refresh- 
ing breeze from this charming situation. I was a- 
-veeuble surprised with the sizhtof a fleet of elev- 

n Kencucky boats, which just came in sight, and 
were making for the landing. This 1s situated in 
a bend of the river, where the projecting point a- 
bove causes a very extensive eddy along the shore 
| below, and makes it very convenient for a landing 
iplace. The currentof the river is so strong, that 
‘the boatmen always make a proper allowance for 
the drift of the vessel while making in for the 
shore. But here the eddy setting up with nearly 
equal velocity, carried the most of them far above 
the town, where they had totake the channel 
once more, before they could effect a landing at 
the Levee. The next thing that afforded us a- 
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musement, was along raft of boards and shingles, 
which was intended tor this place. ‘The owners 
ex pected its arrival, and were on the Levee to see 
it ianded in safety, but it was soon discovered that 
it would not be abie to reach even the eddy. They 
accordingly mustered all the ropes and boats 
which could be readily collected, and while those 
on the raft sent their boats and ropes ashore, these 
went off with theirs; but the power of the raft 
was so great, and the current so strong, that the 
ropes all snapped like threads ; nor were they 2- 
bie to make a landing before they had drifted five 
miles below the city. 

“1 had the curiosity the next morning to count 
the number of boats then lying along the Levee, 
and found they amounted to eighty-three, all load- 
ed with the produce of the upper country as far as 
the 42d degree of north Jatitude.” 

{To be concluded in our next J 


dournal of the Cimes. 
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Massachuscits Insolvents’ Bill. —A Bill for the relief of 
insolvent debtors (somewhat similar to the present law 
lof this state) has been before the legislature of Mussa- 
ehrsetts; but has been postponed by the house, after 
having passed the senate. 


The President, the United States, and the sloop of wat 





have sailed from New-York on a cruise. d 
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Tie following is the account of the late friendly meet- 
ing between the frigate United States, and the Britis! 
frigate Furydice and sloop of war Atalanta, off the capes, 
mentioned in my last: 

“On the 9th of June, at i0 A. M. the frirate 
United States got under way from Hampton 
Roads, and made’ sail for sea, with the 
fromthe westward. At2 P. MM. it became almost 
acalm; at3 a light breeze sprung up from S.S 
F.—at balf past 3 squally with rain and hail; and 
at 4 P. M. we had not yet passed Cape Henry, 
when discovered ver the land im the S. EF. 
quarter, two ships of'war cither lying by unde: 
their topsails only, or at anchor with them up. 
At this time our colours wereflying. Soon after, 
on passing Cape Henry, we perceived they had 
déseried us, had made sail, and were standing 
down for us, under studding sails and royals, shew- 

ng English colours —As there was not any othe: 
sail in sight, in the direction that they sieered, 
but the United States, it gave us reason to believe 
that they might wish to know what ship it was 
We immediately hauled up our courses and made 
every preparation for battle. The wind being 
light they approached us slowly, amd it was dusk 
before the largest of the two ships passed to lee- 
ward of us, and hailed, saying, “ This is his B. 
Majesty’s ship Eurydice; what ship is that, 
pray!” The reply was, the United States ship 
Cnited States. Lhe Engtish Captain then said, 

I presume you are from the Chesapeake.” 
Yes lam! wasthe reply. The Englisi Com- 
mander then said, “ I am here the bearer of dis- 
patches; if I had any news it would give me 
pieasure to communicate it! [fave you any, sir?” 
Commodore Decatur answered, I | 
had, I should feel equally picased 


wind light 


ata 


we 


~ 


LO impart it 


to you. Commodore D. then asked what ship it} 
British Captain | 
|} had a Commodore’s 


my ‘ +. 


‘ 
~ti tibialis at 
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sin company wi ie 

swered it was his Britannic Majesty’s ship A- 
talanta. Commodore D. again hailed, and asked 
tle name of the Commander of the Eurydice : he 
was answered, “ Bradshaw,’ who accompanied 
cy 
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his reply with 


tur commands the United States.’ 


modnre rantliad ee “AllY eceYryirea esp 19? “"Pihace | 
modore replied, *‘ atyourservice, Sir. hese || 


words were scarcely uttered, when a gun was fir- 
ed from the quarter deck division cf the United 
States, by accident, while the captain of the gun, 
was in the act of training her. The Commodore 
immediately s'epped down from the poop, and 


? 


3 
> ; ~The + r P ster ; soe +} 
.sked the Liutenant of the division, who fired the 
gun.—lle replied that he could not ascertain who 


it was, but that it was by accident. Commodore 
i). then hailed the Eurydice, and told her Com- 
mander that the gun was fired by accident, and 
repeated this assurance. ‘The Commander of the 
Eurydice answered, that he was aware that such 
accidents would sometimes occur, and that he 
was willing to believe this to have been cne. 
Commodore D. again hailed, and told him, on 
his honor, it was. 
plied, as you have given me your word, Lara per- 
fectly satisfied that it was one, and then asked 
permission to send his boat on board ; which was 
granted “ with pleasure.’ A Lieutenant came 
on board and was introduced to the Commodore, 
who expressed to him his regret at the occur 
rence—-jThe Lieutenant observed, that his com- 
mander was convinced it was an accident, and 
that he should not notice it farther ; and then said, 
you say on your honor, sir, it was an accident. 
Commodore D. replied, I have already assured 
your commander that the gun was fired by acci- 
dent, and I repeat to you the same assurance. 


rave not; If I} 


The English Commander re- | 


I presume Commodore Deca- | 
The Com- | 


ee 


' 
orders to join H. M. ship Guerriere, aud being on my re 
t 
| 
| 
' 


No other pledge was required of the Commodore, 
none other was given ; nor was there any cause 
assigned for the gun’s going of. 
An Officer of the United States. 
U.S. ship U. S, off Quarantine Ground, 
19th June, 1811. : 
An extract of a letter from a person on board the Uni- 


ee 





account of this tranBaction. 
mation in,substanceand adds the following queer re? 
marks, whieh shew that the Atmericats were indeed 
“ check full of fight?” 

“ Fe, the Capt. bf the B. frirate, was as polise 





and he came under our lee—and he told his ship’> 
name without deing ask” Tf Ke had widied for 
ah opportunity to avenge himacl/, he had a glorious 
one. We didexpect, that he would immedintely 
have commenced an action. 

‘This accident yeas done by training the gun, 
and the lock string’ caught and was discharged. 
We all wish for an opportunity of wiping off the 
stain on our flag—Yet, we would wish to keep 
justice on our side, I yet hope we will meet with 
some of them who may atiem’t to be saucy.” 
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BRITISH OFFICIAL ACCOUNT, 
His Majesty's sloop Little Belt, May 21st, 1511, Lat. 36 


53, MV. Long. 71, 49, W. Cape Charles, deuring west 
miles, 
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[ bez leave to acquaint 


you that in pursuance of your 
turn from the northward, not having falien in with her— 
That about 11 A. M. May 16th,saw astrange sail, te which 
I immediately gave chase. At 1 P. M. discovered her to 
| be a man of war, apparently a frigate, standing to the cast. 
ward, who, when he made us out, edged away for us, and 
\set his royals. Made the signal 275, and finding it mot 
answered, concluded she was an American frigate, as she 
blue pendant flying at the Maia. 
Heisted the colours and made*ail sail south, the course I 
intended steering round Cape Hatteras ; the stranger edg- 
ing away, but net making any more sail, At3. 30he made 
\| suatin chase,when J made the private signal which was not 
}answered. At 6.30 finding he gained $Oconsiderably on 
'! us as no! tobe able to elude him during the night, being with- 
|| in gun shot, and clearly discerning the stars in las broad pen- 
|| dant, 1 imagined the most prudent method was to bring 
| too, and host the colours that no muitiake might arise, aid 
ithathe might see what we were. ‘The ship was there- 
| fore brought too, her colours hoisted, her guns double 
shotted, and every preparation made in case of a surprize 
By ‘his manner of steering down, he evidently wished to 
‘lay ‘his sip in a position for raking, which 4 frustrated by 
wearing three times. About 8.15 he came within hail— 
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| hailed, and asked what ship it was? He repeated my 
| question. IT ayain hailed, and asked what ship it was / 
ie again repeated my Words, and fired a broad-side, which 
| lL insantly returned. The action then became general, 
und continued so for three quarters of an hour, when he 


j 
‘ceased firing and appeared to be on fire about the main | 


i hatchway. He then filled—I was obliged to desist from 
i firing, as, the ship failing off, no gun would bear, and had 
| no after sailtokeepher too. Ali the rigging and sails cut 
to pieces ; not a brace nor a bowline lett. He hailed and 
lasked what ship this was? I told him.—He then asked 
1 ime if J had struck my coloure #—My answer Was No, and 
'asked what ship it was? As plainly as Peould understand 
| (he having shot some distance at this time) he answered 
ithe United States Frigate. He fired no more guns, but 
| stood ireim us, giving no reason for his most extraoradnary 
| conduct. 
| At day-light in the morning, saw a ship to windward, 
| when having made out well what we were, bore up and 
passed within hail, fully prepared for action. About 8 
o’clock he hailed and said it 1 pieased, be would send a 
boat on board: 1 replied in the adlirmative, and a boat ac- 
cordingly came with an officer, anda message from Com- 
wodore Rodgers, of the President of the United States, to 
say that he lamented much the unfortunate affair (as he 
| termed it) that had happened, and that had he known our 
force was so inferior he should not have fired at me. 1 ask 


ee ee 





ted Sta:es, appears inthe Richmond Enquirer, giving an || 
It contains the same infor- | 


us a man could be—-for he had the weather gage, | 


i 


ed his motive tor haying fired at all! Hs reply was that 
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we fired the frst gun at ham 3° which was positively not the 
case. 1 cautioned both the offiegrs and memo be partic. 
ularly careful, and not suffer any more than one man to be 
at the gun. Nor ig it proba! le that.a s/ op of war, within 
pistol shot of a large 44 wun frigate Mould commence hosiili- 
ties. He offered me eyery assistance I stood in need of, 
and, submitied to megilit 2 had better put into one of the 
ports of the United es; which I, immediately decli- 
ned, | : 

By the manner in which he apologised it appeared to 
me evident that had he fallen in with a British frigate, he 
would certainly have brought ber to action. And what 
further confirms me in that opinion, is, that his guns were 
hot only loaded with round aud grape shot, but with eve- 
ry scrap of iron that could possible be collected. 

i have to lament the loss of S2 men killed and wound- 
ed, among whom is'the master. 

His Majesty’s ship is much damaged in her masts, sails, 
rigeing and hull, and as there aremany shot through be- 
tween wind and water, and many shots still remaining 
inside, and upper works all shot away, starboard pump 
also, | have judged it proper to proceed to Halifax, which 
will 1 hope meet with your approbation. 

} cannot speak in too high terms of the officers and 


active condnct throughout the whole of this business, 
who had much to do, as a gale of wind came on the 2d 
night afte® the action.—1I have to request, sir, that you 
will be pleased to recommend to the notice of my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty my first Lieutenant Mr. 
John Molenly, who is, in every respect, a most excellent 
oflicer, and afforded me very great assistance in stoppin 

the leaks, himself, in the gale, securing the masts an 

doing every thing in his power. It would be the ereatest 
injustice was I not also to speak most highly of Lieut. 
Lovell, second Lieutenant, of Mr. M’Qaeen, master, Who, 
as I have before stated, was woundec! in theg@ightarm, in 
nearly the middle of the action, and Mr, Wilson, Mas- 
ter’s Mate; indeed’ the conduct of every officer and man 
was so good that it is impossible for me to discriminate. 


wounded ; most of them, mortaily, I fear. 

I hope, sir, in this affair, I shall appear to have done 
my duty, and conducted myself ag ought to have don€ 
against so superior a force, an at the honor of the 
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British Colours was well supported. 


; 
| 1 have the honor to be, 


dil’, 
With mueh respect, 
Your most obedient 
EXumble servant, 
A. B. BINGHAM, Captain. 
To Herbert Scryer, Esq. 

Rear Admirat of the Red, E 

Commander in Chief, &c. &e. &e, * 
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[From the Mercanti 
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The brig Tamaahmaah, apt Skiddy, Baile 
port on Friday last for Bordeaux, with about 4 
gers, andnocargo. At 6P. M. she passedth pit 
house, and at eight she was captured by the British ‘.% 
ate Mclampus, about 10 or 11 miles grom Sandy Hoc 
Light-House, in 9 fathonis water. 

The passengers, with their baggage, were permitted 
to return to this port, and came up On Saturday evening in 
the pilot boat Thorne. ane 


his crew except the chief mate, out of the brig, and sent 
a prize masterand crew on board, and ordered the brig to 
Halifax for @@judication. [We received the above account 
from the passengers. | 

‘The following is an extract of capt. Skiddy’s letter, da- 
ted on board the Melampus, off Sundy Mook, June 22d, 
i811. 

“ J am sorry to inform you, that | was chased and board- 
ed last evening, after 7 o’clock, by the British frigate Me- 
lampus, capt. Hawker, who is going to send me ity Hal. 
ifax—They have taken all hands out of the brig, mysei 
included, except the mate. Capt. Hawker says he regrets 
UYaat his orders oblige him to send in ak vessels bound to 
France. It was very hazy when 1 fetl in with the figaic, 
and several sail in sight—I did not distiaguish what she 
was until it was too lateI however tacked and stood in ; 
she fired several shot, and neared us, as she held the 
breeze more in the offing ; and the Jast shot went over us 
i thonght it imprudent to risk the lives of the passengers 
in persisting, particularly as we were losing the breeze, 
and the frigate kept it longer. We were taken within 5 








miles of the Hook.” 


ie: 


men I have the honor to command for their steady and — 


I beg leave to inclose a list of the 32 mien killed ands 


an a : 
The capt. of the Melampus tool capt. Skiddy, and all” 
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Volk 1. 











eee dl 
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” FOR THE BALANCE. 


VIEW OF DEATH. 
This then is Dears, to which we all must come, 
From the low cottage, or the splendid dome ; 
This the sad end of all our views and cares— 
Of our vain hopes, our labors and our fears. 


Here, with a single plank, of all his store, 
(Whate’er his wealth, they leave him now no more,) 
Must with the poor and wretched find his lot, 

And, in the dust, with them, submit to rot. 

Tho’ scarfs, and vain parade the corpseattend, 

Yet “ dust to dust,” of rich and poor’s the end. 


A sorrowing wife, and children mourning round, 

No longer can that senseless bosom wound : 

Far other cares, or other joys are prov’d— 

The disembodied spirit, far remov’d, 

May be with kindred saints ascending praise, 

Or sorrowing for the error of his ways : 

To us the curtain drops: but this we know— 

‘Thro’ the dark vale we too must shortly go; 

None know their mode of death ; their hour how soon ; 
’Tis a short walk from cradle to the tomb. 


Life’s but a loan for which we must account ; 
The longer term, the heavier the amount, 
If misimprov’d : the days, the seasons fly, 
But nought so certain as, we ai! must die ! 


Perhaps the good or ill our lives produce, 

May help to punish, or to bless conduce : 

‘hey who with anxious care for riches plied, 
‘eglected still in virtue’s paths to guide, 

May here be doom’d their errors to review, 

And mark of vice the still extending clew. 

What more could wring the sordid miser’s mind, 

Tian that his hard-earn’d wealth is soon resign’d? 

What his injustice gain’d, on follies spent ? 

The poor’s distress ne’er made his heart relent : 

He sees it now expended on a toy— 

Some painted bubble, or some senseless joy. 


The sons of dissipation too might see 

The troubles of their ruin’d progeny ; 

Their bealth impair’d by vices not their own ; 
Their substance wasted, and their hopes o’erthrown, 
By one who should have guarded, not destroy’d ; 
Who ne’er was Happy, tho’ with pleasure cloy’d. 
Those who by him were lur’d from virtue’s path, 
T@ tread the wilds of error—dangerous, dark ! 
The sorrow and the shame tho’ still their own, 

His wounded spirit may have cause to groan. 
Tojach succeeding ill that vice betrays, 

Ti’ firs false step unheeded leads the way. 


Then shun all vice, whatever garb it wears; 

A dreadful reckoning it for man prepares : 

But this to Heaven we leave: be it our care 

‘TO live with virtue; of each ill beware ; 

‘To cast no stumbling block in other’s way, 

Nor by our words or actions lead astray. 

if friend or enemy our gid implore, 

Let love and charity still ope the door; 

Soon we must meet; the home of all’s the tomb: 
Beyond the grave there rests a solemn gloom. 


— 


[rom the Repertory. | 


The following Over was sung at the late Anniversary of 
the Massachusetts Charitable Fire Society; and was 
written for the occasion 


BY LUCIUS M. SARGENT, ESQ. 


Mammon, haste thee hence away! 
War, with trumpet, hoarsely braymng, 
Pomp, thy purple robe displaying, 
Noisy mirth and Melancholy, 

Green ey’d Envy, pale and sallow, 
Party spirit, Pride and Folly, 
Hence begone, nor dare unhallow 

Gentle Pity’s holiday 

Gentle Spirits join the lay, 
Pity keeps her hotiday. 


Pity strike thy tender lyre, 
Thou canst tell in liquid numbers, 
How arous’d from peaceful slumbers, 
Widow, orphan, houseless stranger, 
All to thee for succour flying, 
Found thine armsa shield in danger, 
Found thee powerful aid supplying, 
When their all was lost in fire. 
, Kindred Spirits, &c. 


Hark it is the midnight cry— 
See the fiery torrent swelling ; 
Round the poor man’s humble dwelling : 
List the little infant crying, _ 
See the curling volumes pouring, 
View the frantick mother flying, 
Hear the beggar’d wretch deploring, 

Mark the tear in Pity’s eye. 

Kindred Spirits, &c. 


a 


Midst the saddest scenes of wo, 

Fairer than the star of even, 

Milder than the blue of Heaven, 

Gentle Charity descending, 

Gifts with loveliest smiles bestowing, ° 

O’er the lap of sorrow bending, 

Dries the tears that fast are flowing, 
Bids the grateful bosom glow, 

Kindred Spirits, &c. 


Mark in arms the warrior bold, 
Bearing high the head in battle, 
Smiling ’midst the deadly rattle: 
Knows the warrior ought of pleasure, 
Like the simple child of feeling? 

His are joys that know not measure, 
Down whose cheek the tear is stealing, 
When the tale of grief is told. 
Kindred Spirits, join the lay, 
Pity keeps her holiday. 








Amprobement. 


[ /rom the Boston Gazette. | 


BOSTON LIGHT-HOUSE. 


This highly important establishment has been 
lately much improved by the adoption of Lewis's 
patent METALLIC REFLECTORS, which are 
fixt as a revofwing, instead of a fixt light. The 
former Light was not easily distinguished beyond 
5 or 6 leagues ; by means of these Reflectors, i: 
has been seen at the distance of 12 leagues. ‘The 
consumption of oil is zow only 9 gallons per week, 
or 468 per year; the former Light required 31 
gallons per week, or 1612 per year; making a 
saving of 1100 gallons of oil, at 125 cents per gal. 
equal to 1375 dollars. The annual consumption 
of oil in ail the Light-Houses in the U. S. is now 
“45,000 gallons. Allowing for those now erecting, 
and two others contracted for, it may be rated at 
50,000 galls. Admitting the same ratio of saving 
for the whole, as is found in the Boston Light, by 
Mr. Lewis’s admirable improvement, there will 
be an annual saving of 35,930 galls. of oil, which 
at the average price 125 cts. per gall. will amount 
to the prodigious saving of 42692 dollars per year. 
This calculation, which is now made from actual 
experiments, would of itself, be a sufficient in- 
ducement for government to adopt Mr. Lewis’s 
plan, throughout the whole of our extensive coast . 
but when we take into view the immense advan- 
tage of the steadiness, extension and brilliancy of 
these Lights, both to the lives, as well as proper- 
ty of our merchanis and navigators, the agere- 
gate benefit tothe community becomes incalcuia- 
ble from its magnitude, and can only be estimated 
as a great and permanent national blessing. 
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Among the improvements, which the ingenui- 
4 and public spirit of Americans have introdu- 
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ced in the useful and liberal arts, the invention of 
Revolving and Reflecting Lights, for the direction 
and safety of our merchants and seamen, holds a 
distinguished rank for its extent and importance, 
—The inventor, Capt. Winstow Lewis, is enti- 
led to the applause and gratitude, not only of ey- 
ery mariner and ship owner in the United States, 
but of every member of society, connected with 
such as hazard their lives and property on the 
mighty waters. We sincerely hope, that the de- 
monstration he has given, not only, of the amazing 
superiority of his Lights over any before com 
structed, but of the comparatively small expense 
which attends their use, will induce government 
to adopt them in all the Light-Houses on our ex. 
tensive coasts, and resolve that they shall be pla- 
ced in every new one that shall be erected by their 
order. Such inventions raise the character of a- 
nation, and essentially contribute to its real dig- 
nity and importance. ‘They give their authors a 
claim to all the honors which genius and industry 
deserve from the hands of a community, adorned 
by their talents, and benefitted by their services. 
— These services, a generous people will delight 
to remunerate ; and while they cheerfully bestow 
the applause that is their due, they exhibit to the 
world, the most unequivocal proofs of their own 
judgment, refinement and virtue, 


AMonitor. 


Father of light and life! Thou Good Supreme! 
O teach me what is good”’—— 











THOMSON. 





DR. JOHNSON’S 
SCHEME OF LIFE FOR SUNDAY; 


Entered in his Diary, (which he regularly kept 
during the latter part of his life) July 13, 1765, 


1. To rise early ; and, in order to do it, to goto 
sleep early on Saturday. 

2. To use some extraordinary devotion in the 
morning. 

5. To examine the tenor of my life, particular- 
ly the last week ; and mark my advances in reli- 
g1on, or recession from it. 

4. To read the Scriptures methodically, with 
such helps as are at hand. 

5. To goto Church twice. 

_ 6. To read books of Divinity, either specula- 
tive or practical. 

7. To instruct my family. 

8. To wear off, by meditation, any worldly soil 
contracted in the week. 





— Soe 
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